who took delight in tormenting her. She possessed the abi-
lity to punish them but yet she never used the same as she
was aware of the noble ideals for which her husband stood

and she wanted his greatness to be made known to the
world.

The Mahabharat contains a reference to the Ramayana,
highlighting Sri Sita's sacrifice, tolerance and chastity. She
could have reduced R-avana to ashes but she gave him the
longest rope and awaited for her Lord to crush him. Saint

Thyagaraja, in a song says that Sri Rarna earned his fame
only because He enjoyed the privilege of marrying the Prin-
cess of Mithila. The epic emphasises the sanctity behind
the institution of marriage. It is not essentially intended to
make the coupk lead a worldly life and pass off without con-
tributing anything to the world. The woman is the custodian
of culture. A family should uphold the law of Dharma.
Their conduct should be upright and the couple sliould carry
out the spiritual duties assigned for them.

The woman is represented as holding on the top, a
ladder made of rope arid the man as carefully climbing it,
taking note of the consequences, should he fall; It is here the
story of Savitri assumes relevance. Though a princess,
Savitri decided to marry a prince who by misfortune, was
leading a life of a commoner in the forest. Even when
warned that he would die within a year, she married him.
When his life was being taken away by the Lord of Death,
she convinced the latter of the need for his presence. He
power of chastity fetched her the reward. The dialogue bet-
ween the Lord of Death and Savitri is a treatise on 'Family-
its rights and responsibilities/'

18. No act is nobler than being charitable

Hindu scriptures do not prohibit an ambitious man
from amassing wealth but plead with him never to turn greedy
and utilise his riches for purely personal benefits. Indeed
a formula has been prescribed to apportion the money one